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2016 Legislative 
Update and Outlook 



DC is SLOW 



Legislative Environment 

 Presidential Election year means little appetite to make 
substantive changes and little time to legislate 

 Predict a very active presidency; Obama will look to 
executive action to secure last pieces of legacy 

 Lame Duck—different scenarios (Control of House probably will not change) 

• If status quo (Dem Pres., GOP Sen.): Active 

• If GOP Sweep (Pres. & Sen.): Stagnant 

• If Dem Sweep (Pres. & Sen.): uncertain 
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House Landscape & Priorities 

 Changes under Speaker Ryan 
• Increased committee productivity and relevance 

• Publicity votes in an election year 

• Bold moves to define GOP agenda generally and Ryan’s 
priorities specifically 

 Changes with Ways and Means Chairman Brady 
• Increased attention given to VBP 
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Senate Landscape & Priorities 

 McConnell Priorities 
• Regular order, especially for any health legislation 

• Stay comfortably conservative without forcing contentious 
issues 

• Many highly contested GOP seats up in 2016—wants to 
provide shelter for his party 

• Early reports are indicating there is not much appetite for 
Medicare projects 

• Set up for lame duck session 
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Potential 2016 Medicare Vehicles 

 Brady Hospital Bill 

 Brady VBP Bill 

 Chronic Care 

 Senate hospital package 

 
 

o (almost all would move in lame duck) 
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Medicaid 

 Both parties setting boundaries and doing research for 2017 

 Do not anticipate any changes this session 

 Continue to work on reform plans and solutions for next 
Congress and administration 



Other Priorities 

 Observation stays 
• Continue to push for more cosponsors 

• Waiting on score—very busy time for CBO 

 

 Veterans Affairs 
• Working with committee on various provisions in provider 

agreement legislation 

• Situation remains fluid and changes regularly 



Baltimore is MANIC 



Regulatory and Administrative  
Action 
 Requirements of Participation 

• Arbitration 

• Mandatory Staffing Data Collection - PBJ 

 IMPACT Measures 
• MSPB, Rehospitalization, Pressure Ulcers, Falls, 

Admission/Discharge Functional Assessment 

 5 Star 
• Short-Stay -Discharge to Community*,Emergency Room Use*, 

Rehospitalization*,Improvement in Function since Admission* 

• Long-Stay - Decline in Mobility*, Use of Hypnotics/Anxiolytics 
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2016 Therapy Update 
and Outlook 



Therapy Regulatory Environment 

 Part A – SNF PPS 
• Ultra-high trends (FY 2013 = 53% - NJ = 63%) 

• Press/MedPAC/OIG pressure to “do something” 

• Acumen SNF PPS Payment Model Research 

• AHCA Research 
o Therapy component 

o NTA/Nursing Components 

o Sub-Populations 

• FY 2017 Rulemaking – focus on new IMPACT measures 

 Part B – Therapy Caps Exceptions through 12/31/17 
• Targeted manual medical review (MMR) process 

 

1
2 



Therapy Legislative Environment 

 Part B – Therapy Cap Repeal Efforts 
• Cardin amendment = $11.8 Billion CBO score 

o Repeal caps 

o Prior authorization component 

o Standardized data collection 

• Provider/beneficiary advocate concerns with current 
language 
o Prior authorization conflicts with PAC VBP, CJR, ACO, and other 

efforts to transition patients towards lower cost outpatient 
care 

o Data collection not linked to IMPACT 

• Setting table for major push in 2017 
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Congressional Briefing 

 May 23 - 24, 2016 

 Renaissance Hotel, Washington, DC 

 Attend briefings and gain understanding of Congress  
and AHCA/NCAL’s goals 

 Hear insights from Members of Congress, Administration 
officials, and Washington experts 

 Meet with elected officials and policy makers 

 Build relationships with Members of Congress 

 Shape public policy 

 Network with peers 
 

 



Chuck Todd, NBC NEWS’ POLITICAL DIRECTOR AND 

THE HOST OF MEET THE PRESS AND MTP DAILY 



Register Today at 
AHCA/NCAL.org 




