
Medicare: 
Don’t Screw It Up 

Kitty Blissit 

October 27, 2015 

kitty.blissit@hcrnj.net 



What’s your 
favorite ice 
cream 
flavor? 



What’s your favorite season? 



Who’s your 
favorite 

President? 



 



Medicare - Don’t Screw It Up 

Know the Rules 



Know the Rules 

The patient must require 
skilled nursing services 
and/or skilled 
rehabilitation services.  
 



Know the Rules 

These services must be 
required daily.  



Know the Rules 

As a practical matter, 
considering economy and 
efficiency, the daily skilled 
services can be provided only 
on an inpatient basis in a 
skilled nursing facility.  
 



Know the Rules 

The services are reasonable 
and necessary for 
treatment of the illness or 
injury.  



Know the Rules 

A doctor certifies the need 
for daily skilled nursing or 
rehabilitation services.  
 

 



Know the Rules 

 

The patient is being treated 
in the SNF for the same 
illness or injury (or a related 
condition) for which he/she 
was treated in the hospital.  

 



Know the Rules 

The patient has received 
services in a hospital for at 
least three consecutive 
days. 
 



Know the Rules 

The patient is transferred to 
the SNF within thirty days 
of discharge from the 
hospital.  



Know the Rules 

Benefit days are available. 



Eligibility Quiz 1 

On Monday, November 1, at 2 a.m., Agatha A. is 
admitted from home to an acute care hospital.  
On Wednesday, November 3, at 3 p.m., she is 
discharged to your nursing facility.  Assuming 
that she requires skilled nursing care on a daily 
basis, can you admit Agatha under Part A? 



Eligibility Quiz 2 

On November 1 at 11 p.m., Bertina B. goes from 
home to the ER.  She is seen in the ER and 
admitted to the observation area of the acute 
care hospital at 3 a.m. on November 2.  On 
November 3, she is admitted to the acute care 
hospital in an inpatient bed.  On November 5, at 
2 p.m., she is discharged to your nursing facility. 
Assuming that she requires skilled nursing care 
on a daily basis, can you admit Bertina under 
Part A? 



Eligibility Quiz 3 

On November 3, you receive a call from a 
worried son.  His mother, Carlotta C., was 
traveling in Europe, fell in Paris and fractured 
her hip.  She has been in a hospital in Paris for a 
week, and they want to discharge her.  He is 
willing to pay for the airfare to fly her to your 
nursing facility.  Assuming that she requires 
skilled nursing care on a daily basis, can you 
admit Carlotta under Part A? 



Eligibility Quiz 4 

On November 1, Daniel D. leaves your facility 
and is admitted to a psychiatric hospital for 
evaluation and treatment because he is 
confused and combative.  On November 16, he 
is ready to return to your facility.  Can you admit 
Daniel under Part A? 



Eligibility Quiz 5 

On October 1, Evelyn E. is admitted to an acute 
care hospital.   

She is discharged to home on October 7.   

On October 25, the family decides that she is 
not faring well at home, and they call your 
nursing facility.  Assuming that she requires 
skilled nursing care on a daily basis, can you 
admit Evelyn under Part A?  



Eligibility Quiz 6 

On October 1, Francesca F. is admitted to an acute 
care hospital.  She is discharged to another nursing 
facility on October 7 where she is covered under 
Part A.  She leaves that facility on October 25 and 
returns home.   

On November 8, the family decides that she is not 
faring well at home, and they call your nursing 
facility.  Assuming that she requires skilled nursing 
care on a daily basis, can you admit Francesca 
under Part A? 



Eligibility Quiz 7 

Gertie G. leaves the acute care hospital after a 
three day qualifying stay on June 28.  She is 
admitted to your facility on a Medicare 
Advantage Plan.  The Advantage Plan cuts her 
on July 28.  She converts to Traditional Medicare 
Part A on August 1.  You believe that she 
continues to required skilled nursing care on a 
daily basis.  Can you start her on Part A on 
August 1? 



Eligibility Quiz 8 

On May 26, Harold H. is discharged from the 
acute care hospital to your facility after a 
qualifying three-day stay.  On June 1, Harold 
turns 65 and becomes a Medicare beneficiary.  
He receives skilled services through June 29.  
Can you cover those services under Part A? 



Eligibility Quiz 9 

Irina I. is a resident of your facility.  She is 
currently receiving the Medicare hospice benefit 
due to her diagnosis of liver cancer.  She falls 
and breaks her hip.  She is admitted to the 
hospital and remains there for 4 days.  When 
she returns to your facility, can you admit her 
under Part A for rehab? 



A benefit period begins when a beneficiary is 
admitted to a hospital.  It ends when the 
beneficiary has received less than a skilled level 
of care in an inpatient facility for 60 days. 



Benefit Period Quiz #1 

Marianna M. is admitted to the nursing facility on 
January 1 after a qualifying hospital stay.  She has 
decubitus ulcers that qualify for Medicare coverage.  
On March 1 (60 days later), her condition improves 
to the point that she no longer qualifies for Part A 
coverage.  She remains in the facility.  On March 20, 
she is admitted to a hospital for an acute CVA.  
After a two week stay, she returns to the facility at a 
skilled level of care.   
  
Does she qualify for Part A? How many days?  ____  



Benefit Period Quiz #2 

Nancy N. is admitted to the nursing facility on 
January 1 after a qualifying hospital stay.  She has 
decubitus ulcers that qualify for Medicare coverage.  
On March 6 (65 days later), her condition improves 
to the point that she no longer qualifies for Part A 
coverage.  She remains in the nursing facility.  On 
September 1, she is admitted to a hospital for an 
acute CVA.  After a two week stay, she returns to 
the facility at a skilled level of care.   
  
Does she qualify for Part A? How many days?  ____  

 



Benefit Period Quiz #4 

Ophelia O. is admitted to the nursing facility on 
January 1 after a qualifying hospital stay.  She has a 
g-tube and receives tube feedings.  On April 10, her 
100 day benefit period expires.  She remains in the 
facility’s certified section and continues to receive 
the majority of her nutrition by tube.  On October 
1, she is admitted to a hospital for an acute CVA.  
After a two week stay, she returns to the facility at a 
skilled level of care.   
  
Does she qualify for Part A? How many days?  ____  

 



Benefit Period Quiz #3 

Pauline P. is admitted to the nursing facility on 
January 1 after a qualifying hospital stay.  She is 
covered by Part A for 100 days.  On April 10, her 
100 day benefit period expires.  She remains in the 
nursing facility and receives physical therapy three 
days a week and occupational therapy on the other 
two days a week.  On June 15, she is admitted to 
the acute care facility.  She returns to the nursing 
facility on June 25, requiring daily skilled care. 
  
Does she qualify for Part A? How many days?  ____  

 



Benefit Period Quiz #5 

Quinton Q. is admitted to the nursing facility on January 1 
after a qualifying hospital stay.  He has a g-tube and 
receives tube feedings.  On April 10, his 100 day benefit 
period expires.  He remains in the nursing facility and 
continues to receive the majority of his nutrition by tube 
until May 1 when he goes home.  His daughter arranges for 
a home health nurse to come in and monitor his feeding 
tube.  On October 1, he is admitted to a hospital with a 
fractured hip.  After a two week stay, he returns to the 
facility, still with the same feeding tube, but requiring 
skilled therapy on a daily basis.  
  
Does he qualify for Part A? How many days?  ____  

 



Benefit Period Quiz #6 

Rosario R. is admitted to the nursing facility on January 1.  
She is covered by Part A for 14 days, then she is properly 
cut from the program because she is no longer receiving 
skilled care.  On March 1, she goes to the hospital and is 
admitted for observation.  On March 2, she is readmitted 
to the nursing facility, but she is not receiving skilled care.  
On April 1, she falls and breaks her hip.  She is admitted 
to the hospital and remains there for 4 qualifying days.  
On April 5, she returns to your facility, requiring daily 
skilled therapy. 
  
Does she qualify for Part A? How many days?  ____  

 



Medicare - Don’t Screw It Up 

Admit the 
“good” patients 



Do It in a Hospital 

Computerized axial tomography (CT) scans 

Cardiac catheterization 

Magnetic resonance imaging (MRIs) 

Radiation therapy 

Angiography, lymphatic & venous procedures 

Outpatient surgery and related procedures 

Emergency services 

 



What about Chemo? 

“Certain chemotherapy 
drugs” are excluded. 
 

“Certain chemotherapy 
administration services” are 
excluded. 

 



 



Medicare - Don’t Screw It Up 

Don’t  

be  

Stupid 



Don’t Be Stupid 

Bill for services rendered. 
 



Don’t Be Stupid 

Bill on time 

for services rendered. 
 



Don’t Be Stupid 

Don’t give free care. 
 



Don’t Be Stupid 

Collect coinsurance. 
 



Don’t Be Stupid 

Know where you stand – 
use PEPPER. 

 



Don’t Be Stupid 

 



Don’t Be Stupid 

www.pepperresources.org 
 



Know the Rules 



Admit the 
“good” patients 



Don’t  

be  

Stupid 



Thank you. 



Eligibility Answers 

Agatha – no – needs 3 midnights 

Bertina – no – ER and observation don’t count 

Carlotta – yes 

Daniel – yes, but be careful 

Evelyn – yes – she was admitted within 30 days 

Francesca – yes – back to SNF within 30 days 

Gertie – yes 

Harold – no – hospital discharge must be in month of eligibility 

Irina – yes, if stay is not related to hospice diagnosis 



Benefit Period Answers 

 

Marianna – 40 days – still in original benefit period 

Nancy – 100 days 

Ophelia – no days available 

Pauline – no days available 

Quinton – 100  days 

Rosario – 100 days 


