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Health Care Association of NJ
Assisted Living Conference

May 22, 2013
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Agenda

• Sandy Response & Recovery

• Key Priorities

• Q&A
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Sandy Response & Recovery
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Sandy by the Numbers

• 2.7 M - Customers that lost power at height of storm
• 150,000 - Residents served with disaster crisis counseling
• 7,005 - People in shelters at height of storm
• 6,500 - Mold informational brochures distributed
• 1,746 - Health care facility residents evacuated
• 137 - Health care facilities that lost power
• 127 - Shelters at height of the storm
• 74 - AL facilities that lost power
• 39 - Acute care hospitals that lost power
• 11 - LTC facilities evacuated
• 5 - State shelters opened
• 2 - Hospitals evacuated
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DOH Sandy Roundtables

• Roundtable Dates & Locations
- Jan. 23 Community Medical Center, Toms River 
- Feb. 20 Jersey City Medical Center, Jersey City
- March 14 Joint Field Office, Lincroft 
- April 4 Holy Name Hospital, Teaneck

• Topics For Discussion
- Health Care Facilities: Volume 
- Health Care Facilities: Evacuation & Impact 
- Medical Shelters
- Emergency Medical Services 
- Communication Flow 
- Resource Requests
- Regulatory Issues
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Healthcare Facilities

Challenges
Hospital triage/ID of non-acute 
needs to reduce ED surge:

− Oxygen/electrical service
− Maintenance meds 

Sheltering patients for extended 
periods

Evacuations

Fuel 

Solutions
MSED/Waivers

Waivers

Support for consistent evacuation 
decisions

HC facilities working with gas 
stations/Use of fuel depots
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DOH Recovery Efforts

• Access to Public Health & Healthcare Services
• Creation/Distribution of Health Resource Guide
• EPAP: 1 time Rx refill of 30-day supply, 4,441 served as of 5/14 
• Support efforts of DHS/DCF mental health services for adults/children

• Environmental Health
• Mold education: pamphlet (English, Spanish), training classes
• Outreach: LHDs, NJ Builders Assoc., NJBIA, LOM, worker & volunteer 

orgs
• Communications/Education

• Environmental Health: posters, flyers, mold PSAs began running 3/25
• Roundtables: Monmouth, Ocean, Hudson, Bergen
• Conference calls for FEMA registration

• Increase Community Resiliency
• Outreach through stakeholder meetings for assessment of needs, 

recommendations moving forward, partnership/collaboration
• Meetings with county LTR groups
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Key Priorities
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Key DOH Priorities

• Working Smarter

• Palliative & End of Life Care

• Promoting Healthy People & Healthy 
Communities
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Advanced Standing Pilot

• AL Pilot with Health Care 
Assoc. of NJ 
- Special designation when high 

quality standards achieved
- 2012 Pilot kickoff
- 72 have achieved status
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Palliative & End of Life Care

• Dartmouth Atlas
– NJ #1 in spending in last 2 years 

of life
– #1 in Medicare Specialists visits 

in last 2 years & 6 months of life

• Provider education
− www.njha.com/POLST

• Public discussion
- Visit: 

nj.gov/health/advancedirective
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America’s Health Rankings

• NJ 8th healthiest state 
in the nation
• NJ has 3rd lowest percentage 

of adult smokers
• NJ has the 4th lowest 

percentage of obese adults
• 9th lowest infant mortality 

rate in the nation
• 6th lowest infectious disease 

rate
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Healthy NJ 2020: 
Leading Health Indicators

1. Access to primary care
- Increase proportion of adults with health care provider
- Baseline (2011): 83.5%/Target:  (2020): 90%

2. Birth outcomes
- Reduce infant death rate

- Baseline (2007): 5.1 per 1,000 births /Target:  (2020): 4.8 per 1,000 births 
3. Childhood immunization

- Increase % of children (19 to 35 months) who received recommended vaccinations
- Baseline (2010): 74%/ Target: (2020): 80%

4. Heart disease
- Reduce coronary heart disease
- Baseline (2007): 140.1 per 100,000 /Target: (2020): 112.1 per 100,000

5. Obesity
- Prevent an increase in proportion of population that is obese

- Baseline Adults (2011): 23.8%/Target Adults (2020): 23.8%,  
- HS students (2009): 10.3% /Target HS students: 10.3%
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Chronic Disease

National
• 7 of 10 deaths in NJ
• 75% of US health care 

expenditures
− 95% of expenditures for 

older Americans
NJ Seniors:
• 85% of heart disease & 

stroke deaths are residents 
65+  

• Over 20% of NJ adults 65+ 
have diabetes

• Nearly 52% of NJ adults 
65+ have arthritis

DOH Initiatives

• Chronic Disease Self 
Management

• Shaping NJ

• Chronic Disease 
Consolidation
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Adult  Immunizations

• Influenza  
− 90% of US seasonal flu-related deaths are 65 years+

• Shingles vaccine 
− Nearly 1M Americans get shingles every year and about half of 

are 60+

• Pneumococcal vaccine
− All adults 65+ should receive vaccination

• Tetanus, diphtheria, pertussis (Tdap) vaccine 
− One shot of Tdap vaccine reduces the risk of getting potentially 

deadly infections and spreading some of these infections 
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H7N9

• Avian influenza A (H7N9) 
continues to be reported 
in China
− 131 confirmed cases 
− 36 deaths

• CDC states risk in US is 
low at this time

• CDC taking pandemic 
preparedness measures 
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