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DOH Healthcare & Public Health 
Priorities 

Innovation and Value-Based Care

Interoperability

Enhance access and 
quality of mental 

health care

Reduce disparities in 
public health outcomes

Eradicate the opioid 
epidemic 

Increase  health 
coverage &  
lower costs

Decrease maternal 
mortality & 

improve access to 
reproductive care

Improve & expand 
access to medicinal 

marijuana



Eradicating the Opioid Epidemic

$100M FY19 Budget

• $56M -Prevention, Treatment and 
Recovery

• $31 Million - Social Risk Factors

• $13 Million - Infrastructure and Data

June 5 Population Health Opioid 
Summit



Eliminating the Opioid Epidemic in NJ:
A Comprehensive, Public Health 

Approach

Incarceration



Expanding  access to medicinal 
marijuana

• 21,000 patients
• Increase of 5,000 since 

new administration began

• 600 physicians

• 900 caregivers



Medicinal Marijuana as Treatment: 
Opioids

In States with Medicinal Marijuana Programs 
(compared to states without):
• 5.88% lower rate of opioid prescribing 

(Bradford, et al. JAMA Int. Med. 2018)
• 3.742 million fewer daily doses filled 

(Bradford, et al. JAMA Int. Med. 2018)
• 24.8% lower mean annual opioid 

overdose mortality rate (Bachhuber, et al. 
JAMA Int. Med. 2014)

• And importantly… the association 
strengthens with program expansion



Integrated Health

DOH supports an overall system of 
integrated health care in NJ

• Creating a single license for integrated 
care

• Modernizing/streamlining its licensing 
process for all types of healthcare 
facilities

• Addressing barriers to integrated health

• Integrated Health Advisory Panel



ACA Promotion



Access to Care: End-of -Life 
Planning

• 6 out of 10 NJ adult residents have no 
written documents expressing their 
wishes for end-of-life care

• 38% of NJ adult residents have not 
had conversations about advance care 
planning
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Interoperability: The Case for 
Patients and Caregivers

Your family member?

You?



The Case for Providers and 
Hospitals

This is the main policy hurdle! (NOT 

technology…)

Disincentives:

• IT investment can be costly

• High operational transition costs 

(process changes, staff re-

training)

• “Patient retention” remains a 

strong inventive.

Incentives:

• Manual record transfers consume 

staff time, creates inefficiency

• Interoperability facilitates 

automated quality reporting



NJDOH Data Hub

Trusted Data Sharing 

Organization (HIEs, 

ACOs and Health 

Systems and 

Hospitals)

iPHD

Pharmacies

Federal

Immunization 

Registry

Specialized 

Registry

State 

Labs

Master 

Person 

Index

Communicable 

Disease

TDSO Members: 
Clinicians, Health 
Systems, LTPACs

New Jersey Health Information 
Network:

Interoperability as a Public Good

Retail 
Labs

Syndromic

Surveillance



Innovation and Value-Based Care: 
Telehealth

• Major technological 
advancement with 
potential to:
• Help states navigate a shrinking 

provider workforce

• Increase access to care 

• Improve the quality of care

• Reduce costs



Value Based Healthcare

Source: United Healthcarehttps://www.uhc.com/valuebasedcare/about-value-based-care



Public Health Innovators



For more information visit:

www.nj.gov/health

Follow us:

Twitter: @ShereefElnahal; @NJDeptofhealth

www.facebook.com/NJDeptofHealth

Instagram @njdeptofhealth 

Snapchat @njdoh

Sign up for the Health Matters newsletter:

www.state.nj.us/health/newsletter


