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52:17B-88a Facility where patient died, provision of information relative to next-of-kin to medical examiner.

1 In the case of the death of aresident of along-term care facility licensed by the Department of Health and Senior Services
pursuant to P.L.1971, ¢.136 (C.26:2H-1 et seq.), a State psychiatric hospital operated by the Department of Human Services and listed
in R.S.30:1-7, acounty psychiatric hospital, a facility for persons with developmental disabilities as defined in section 3 of P.L.1977,
€.82 (C.30:6D-3), or afacility for persons with traumatic brain injury as defined in 42 U.S.C. s.280b-1c that is operated by or under
contract with the Department of Human Services, the psychiatric hospital or facility, as the case may be, shall, in addition to notifying
the next-of-kin of the resident's death, so notify the county medical examiner and provide the county medical examiner with contact
information for the resident's next-of-kin. The county medical examiner, or a deputy or assistant county medical examiner or
investigator on his behalf, shall make every practicable effort to contact the resident's next-of-kin to offer that person the opportunity to
provide the medical examiner with information that the person deems relevant to: the circumstances of the resident's death; and whether
there is a need to perform adissection or autopsy of the decedent.

L.2009, c.151, s.1.

52:17B-88.1. Definitions
Asused in this act:

a. "Compelling public necessity” means
(1) That the dissection or autopsy is essential to the criminal investigation of a homicide of which the decedent isthe victim; or

(2) That the discovery of the cause of death is necessary to meet an immediate and substantial threat to the public health and that a
dissection or autopsy is essential to ascertain the cause of death; or

(3) That the death was that of an inmate of a prison, jail or penitentiary; or

(4) That the death was that of a child under the age of 12 years suspected of having been abused or neglected or suspected of being a
threat to public health, and the cause of whose death is not apparent after diligent investigation by the medical examiner; or

(5) That the need for adissection or autopsy is established pursuant to the provisions of section 4 of this act.

b. "Friend" means any person who, prior to the decedent's death, maintained close contact with the decedent sufficient to render that
person knowledgeable with the decedent's activities, health and religious beliefs; and who presents an affidavit stating the facts and
circumstances upon which the claim that the personis afriend is based and stating that the person will assume responsibility for the
lawful disposition of the body of the deceased.

L.1983, c. 535, s. 1.
52:17B-88.2. Dissection or autopsy; contrary to decedents religious beliefs

Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, no dissection or autopsy shall be performed, in the absence of a
compelling public necessity, over the objection of amember of the deceased's immediate family or in the absence thereof, afriend of
the deceased that the procedure is contrary to the religious belief of the decedent or if thereis an obvious reason to believe that a
dissection or autopsy is contrary to the decedent's religious beliefs.

L.1983, c. 535, s. 2.
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